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The Reverend Canon Michael J. Horvath 
Gospel: Mark 10:17-31 
 
This weekend, volunteers of the Harbor Treasures Pop-Up Shop took in and sorted boxes of 
donated items for our pop-up shop opening in November.  I imagine the donors of the items 
were, in many ways, relieved to have passed them on to us.  These items were probably sitting 
in closets, cupboards, garages, and attics for years.  We all have those items in our homes, 
taking up space, making us feel guilty of having it take up much needed storage space, and we 
tell ourselves that we’ll get rid of it next year, but never do.  What would it feel like to really let 
go of this stuff?  Heaven, I can tell, you.  It feels like heaven to get rid of things that seem to 
weigh us down. 
 
Most of us recognize today’s gospel text as the Story of the Rich Young Ruler, although Mark is 
the first one who suggests he is rich, Matthew is the only one who says he is young, and Luke is 
the only one who calls him a ruler. The fact that he shows up in three of the gospels is a pretty 
good indication that this was among the more important interactions with Jesus, which is no 
help to us, since most of us wish that this guy had never shown up at all. Because of him, we 
have one of the hardest sayings in the whole Bible: “You lack one thing. Go, sell what you own, 
give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”  
 
Despite the fact that he has lived a rather exemplary life and obediently followed the laws, the 
rich man boldly admits that something is missing in his life. He may not be blind or crippled, but 
he is suffering from a form of dis-ease. There was something missing in his life, and he hoped 
that Jesus could help him determine what it might be.  
 
And Jesus’s diagnosis was that the rich man was suffering from attached to his things that he 
should have been giving to our volunteers for our pop up shop! It wasn’t that fact that this 
young man was rich. This gospel passage isn’t a lesson about the money or wealth. The problem 
was that this man wasn’t able to say no to his riches, and that kept him from being able to say 
“yes” to God.  
 
If we simply get caught up in the rich man who cannot part with his money, we miss the depth 
and breadth of what Jesus is after, not just for the rich man, but for the disciples, for all of us. 
Today we follow the story to the end where Peter presses Jesus to elaborate a little more 
saying, “Lord, we have left everything and followed you.” Peter is speaking on behalf of the 
disciples saying, “What about us... what do we need to do to inherit eternal life? We have 
already left our former lives behind.”  
 
Peter’s question not only asks more information from Jesus, but it also pushes us to see that 
the story does not end with the rich man. It actually ends with a promise from Jesus himself 
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that those who have left everything behind will more than be rewarded, a hundredfold with 
houses, family, and fields. He is talking metaphorically, of course.  
 
I don’t know about you, but I don’t need a hundred more mothers or sisters - the ones I have 
are gracious plenty - but the image he uses shows that material wealth, in and of itself, is not 
the barrier between us and God. Rather, the barrier is that when we can’t say “no” to the 
worldly things that we covet and protect and which we believe reflect who we are, then we 
can’t say “yes” to the most important thing we can ever possess, relationships with God and 
with each other.   
 
Jesus isn’t suggesting a life void of all material goods, but for that particular man, with his 
particular question about inheriting eternal life, his wealth was the thing that was in the way of 
his drawing closer to God.  
 
What the rich man in our story is after when he asks Jesus, “What must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” is a closer, lasting relationship with God. And Jesus’ response to him, to Peter, and to us is 
that there is nothing we can do to inherit eternal life. That would be more impossible than 
threading a camel through a needle. The only thing we can do to inherit eternal life is to receive 
it as a gift of God’s love. To accept the fact that life – life itself – is a gift from God, and eternal 
life has been won for us by Jesus Christ. It is freely given. It is pure grace.  
 
In order to accept that gift we simply have to say yes. We have to let go of the things that we 
tightly cling to so that our hands and our hearts can receive it. And when we have truly received 
it, we find that we can’t keep it to ourselves. Look into the closets and cupboards of your hearts 
and understand what you are tightly clinging to.  The great Buddhist teacher, Thich Nhat Hanh 
says, “There are things you’ve been holding on to that really are not useful and deprive you of 
your freedom.  Find the courage to let them go.”  And indeed, it does take courage to let go of 
things that seem to always hold us back from being fully realized spiritual beings.  We could all 
probably come up with a collective laundry list of things that need to be let go of – the need to 
be right, the arrogance of “right way” thinking, hiding behind excuses, chasing for more than 
you need, toxic gossip, negativity, judging others, the self-imposed shackles of our inner critic.  
Let it all go, Jesus says. Begin again and live into the promise of the eternal life that is already 
yours right now, as you sit here. 
 
When we are truly living as disciples of Christ we take on a quality of abundance where we 
want everyone to have taste God’s grace because it’s not for me or you alone - it’s not a 
personal idol that can be hoarded. And the point that Jesus makes with the rich man is that the 
more we make room for idols - basically anything we love more than God - the less room we 
have to say “Yes” to God. And when we can’t say “yes” to God, it becomes harder to say “yes” 
to a relationship with each other.  
 
And that is truly a lost treasure, because we will miss the encounters with the God-given grace 
that each of us carries – waiting to be shared and received. Isn’t time to say “no” to the things 
that hold us back?  More importantly, isn’t it time to say “yes” to God?  Amen. 
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