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I think one of the anxiety ridden experiences we’ve had this summer was coming out of our 
isolation and interacting with folks in real time, in real life, again.  For some, it was a flood of 
pent-up excitement and reconnecting, for others the re-entry was a little bumpier than 
expected.  That’s true of relationships in general, I think. 
 
Today, Jesus is teaching about relationships, marriage, and divorce.  And there is some 
background we need to understand before we gain his full meaning. 
 
Marriage was a transactional experience in Jesus’s time.  It was rarely seen as an expression of 
love, although it could be, but first and foremost it was a joining of families, the exchange of 
honor, of assets, the continuance of a name or tribe.  As a marriage brought honor to a large 
group of people, so it should be easy to understand that divorce was seen as dishonoring a 
large group of people. 
  
When divorce took place entire families were dishonored and subject to shame in the eyes of 
their community. And yet, divorce was common and the method of divorcing one’s spouse was 
fairly easy, at least for the man.  Within the patriarchal culture of that time, women and 
children had virtually no rights and were considered property.  A man could simply write on a 
piece of paper, “She is not my wife, and I am not her husband.”  He would then give her the 
paper and she would be expelled from the house.  A man could divorce his wife, but a woman 
could not initiate a divorce.  Now, that’s the rather simplified example, and we all know that 
there are nuances in every relationship that speak to either its thriving or breaking down. 
 
Today the Pharisees ask Jesus, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?’”  The Pharisees knew 
full-well what the law said about divorce, and they did not need to ask Jesus.  But they wanted 
to trick him.  When Jesus asks what Moses commanded, the Pharisees respond that Moses 
“allowed” divorce, but did so because of the hardness of human hearts, because of human 
sinfulness and brokenness.  He then explains his answers by discussing God’s ideal for marriage 
and relationships set out in Genesis. 
 
The upshot is that God lovingly creates us to live in relationship.  God’s intention from the 
beginning is for two people to be faithful, lifelong companions in an intimate, committed 
relationship that should not be severed. If you expand that idea, it encompasses any and all 
relationships we have, romantic or otherwise.  That’s why Jesus starts to focus not on whether 
divorce is lawful, because it is and easily so. Instead, he focuses on the bigger treasure, the one 
that needs more tending to, the one worth fighting for – the maintaining of our relationship 
with one another. The unity, the togetherness, the work towards thriving is where God resides. 
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Severing oneself from another is all too easy today.  Cancel Culture is something very real.  
Don’t like what someone says on Facebook, then unfriend them.  And the Church culture is not 
immune to this.  If someone new comes along and doesn’t quite fall in line with other longtime 
members ideas of what their church should be, then that new person becomes a “problem”.  
Someone doesn’t like a particular sermon or doesn’t agree with this or that change, they leave 
the congregation and go to another church to see if those churches will fill their needs.   I’ve 
seen it in other churches, and you’ve seen it here.  How much more life giving would it be to 
find the common purpose of God’s mission as the thing that binds us, even at times of conflict, 
rather than our own likes and dislikes, demands and ultimatums?  That’s where God resides. 
 
Now, after all of this discussion about divorce, the gospel immediately moves to the scene 
where Jesus receives the little children.  Little children were at the bottom of the social ladder, 
just above the widow and orphan – and it was the children the disciples want to send 
away.  But Jesus refused and, instead, received them, hugged them, and blessed them.  In 
doing so, Jesus shows that no one is beyond God’s love – from the widowed, to the divorced, 
to orphans and those outside the tribes we place ourselves in. 
 
This passage has been cited to justify keeping marriages intact that are just simply broken.  This 
passage has been used to shame people, especially, women, into staying in untenable 
relationships.  But let’s remember what Jesus is pointing to in this passage – the fact that we 
are made for relationships, that relationships take time to build, and relationships are not 
disposable.  That is true.  The other truth is that God does not desire continued brokenness and 
suffering for anyone, especially when they stem from a relationship.  In that case, the most 
loving thing we can do is to move on from the relationship.  We have broken relationships 
because we are an imperfect people trying and learning to love, however imperfectly, and 
sometimes we can’t but help hurt each other.  But not so with God.  Our God is the God of 
infinite second chances.  The understanding of love that we have is so different from God’s love 
for you and me, and often quite limited in comparison.  God’s love has no limits and Jesus 
continually demonstrates that the inbreaking reign of God is not only limitless, but it also shows 
a love that is disruptive and revolutionary to narrow ways of thinking.  God’s love naturally 
expands our experiences and our world. 
 
God’s desire for people is to live in loving, thriving relationships and not in a state of 
brokenness.  God’s desire for us to have love, compassion, and mercy for the needs of the 
“little ones” whether they be children or the poor or the physically challenged or Afghan or 
Haitian refugees, or the sick and infirm or the abused, or the divorced – any who are considered 
other and beyond the center of what is thought to be good and desirable.  God’s love is always 
limitless, never conditional, and perfectly faithful.  A model worth striving to follow.   
 
 


