CHRISTMAS EVE
Holy Eucharist Rite II

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
Thursday, December 24, 2020
7:00 pm Livestream
St. Michael’s is a joyful community, grounded in the love of Christ
that welcomes and includes ALL with meaningful worship, service
to the community, and commitment to growing as faithful
Christians.

The Word of God
Entrance Rite
ENTRANCE HYMN

O Come, All Ye Faithful

OPENING ACCLAMATION
The people standing, the Celebrant says
People

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen.

THE GLORIA
The following is sung, all standing
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Let us pray.
O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant
that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when
he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons
FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7
The people sit.
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
3
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
4
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
5
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
6
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
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Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence may follow.
PSALM: Psalm 96
Remain seated.
Sing to the LORD a new song; *
sing to the LORD, all the whole earth.
2
Sing to the LORD and bless his Name; *
1

3

proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations *
and his wonders among all peoples.
4
For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised; *
he is more to be feared than all gods.
5
As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; *
but it is the LORD who made the heavens.
6
Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! *
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary!
7
Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples; *
ascribe to the LORD honor and power.
8
Ascribe to the LORD the honor due his Name; *
bring offerings and come into his courts.
9
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; *
let the whole earth tremble before him.
10
Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is King! *
He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity.”
11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea thunder and all that is in it; *
let the field be joyful and all that is therein.
12
Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy
before the LORD when he comes, *
when he comes to judge the earth.
13
He will judge the world with righteousness *
and the peoples with his truth.
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SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14
The people sit.
A Reading from Paul's letter to Titus.
11
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
13
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence may follow.
SEQUENCE HYMN
All stand.

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-14
All stand.
Priest
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.
8
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
1
2

Priest
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON
THE CREED
All stand.

The Rev. Canon Michael J. Horvath

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
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by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
All remain standing.
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence
The People may add their own petitions.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
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THE PEACE
All stand.
Celebrant
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People
And also with you.
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Holy Communion
OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The Celebrant says
Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High.
Psalm 50:14
OFFERTORY HYMN

Away in a Manger

Mary Fennell and John Beekley, soloists

The Great Thanksgiving
The People remain standing.
Celebrant
The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Celebrant
Lift up your hearts.
People
We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of
the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we
might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
The People stand or kneel.

7

The Celebrant continues
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Celebrant continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with St. Michael and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of
the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.
The Celebrant says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and
feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
COMMUNION HYMNS

O Holy Night

Tarleton Watkins III, soloist

Silent Night

Choir

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
The Priest blesses the people, saying
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain
with you forever. Amen.
DISMISSAL
People
POSTLUDE

Go in peace to love and serve Jesus Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.
Joy to the World

From riteplanning.com.
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 2020
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Fredric Rounds and his mother Louise E. Rounds
Julia and Howard Turner, Gibson Strickland
Alan Storms, Larry and Jessie Schaller
Charles and Margaret Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Colwell, Robert Blair
Our son, David
Maj. Eugene and Dorothy Reed, Marshall
and Mary Howe Fulton
JoAnn Collins
Libby Hipolito and Georgianna Mello
The Rodrigues and Collins Families
Joseph and Veleta Almeida, Shirley A. Almeida,
and Frank V. Francis
Ros Bosworth
Richard George Popovici
Marshall and Vera Lord, Joseph and Hilda Robitaille
Margene and Bill
Doris N. Molloy, Vincent F. Calia, Sylvia Bray
and William J. Fox
Loved Ones
Theodore and Ethel Pedersen
Gladys Usher and Mary Flack
August Arruda, Jr. and Our Parents
Deceased members of the Vargas, Ramsay and
Rocha Families
Loved Ones
John and Mary Francis, Albert “Red” Crabtree, and
Daniel Francis
Eunice Hanson, Norman and Barbara I. Hanson, Harold
and Dorothy Megathlin, Janyce McKenzie
Timon Mayo Atkins, Patricia Caldwell Atkins and
Judith Gayle Atkins
The Rinehart, Bonner, van der Laan and Chmay
Families & my mother, Sharon Bonner Caulfield
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GIVEN BY:
Louise W. Rounds
Evelyn Strickland
Gail Storms
Mary and Charles Millard
Emerson Colwell
Claire and Lenny Levesque
Martha and DeWolf Fulton
Col. and Mrs. Charles Collins
Marie and Harry Mello
Joyce C. Rodrigues
Jonnie and Sandra Greer & family
Marcia Bosworth
George R. Popovici
Ken and Marcia Robitaille
Nancy Grandgeorge
Caroline Calia
Doug and Jan Coates
Barbara Allen
Richard R. Usher
Judy H. Arruda
Betty and Bibs Vargas
Catherine and Jack Esselen
Rita F. Crabtree
Wade R. Hanson
Janet Atkins and Tarleton Watkins II
Deb Fowler

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 2020
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Harry W. and Harriet R. Munro, Buell N. and Audrey
Buckingham, Herman B. and Lena H. Gablinske,
and Herman F. and Roberta M. Gablinske
Deceased members of the Golart, Mondina and
Reskusich Families
Nicholas Castigliego, Gaetano and Anna Castigliego
and Arthur and Julia Turner
William and Ann Staley
Thomas and Margaret Connare, Doris and Art Rude
The Sousa, Annable and Battcher Families
Glenn and Dorothy Russell
Glenn and Dorothy Larson
Lewis & Turner Families
Nancy A. Maderos
Edward and Ty Hulton, Howard and Doris Auerswald

GIVEN BY:
Charles K. and Julianna
M.G. Oliver
Nancy and John Reskusich
Janet Castigliego

My parents, Albert J. and Norma E. Dobie
Mary Frances Bush

Allison Martin
Deb Rude
Helen Sousa
Carol and Glenn Russell, Jr.
Beverly Larson
Patricia Lewis and Family
Kerri Furtado
Steven and Christine
Auerswald
Nancy E. Dobie
Robert S. Bush

IN HONOR OF:
Christine and Joseph Riley

Rebecca Riley

IN GRATITUDE FOR:
Peter, Abby, Jen, Matt, Ben, Caleb, Ella and Floyd

Susan Church

WITH LOVE AND THANKS FOR:
Tarleton Harvin Watkins III and Iain Robert Dimond
The Cherished Great-Grandchildren and Grandchildren of
the Arruda and Lawton Families
The Congregation of St. Michael’s
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Janet Atkins and Tarleton
Watkins II
Linda and Robert Arruda
Canon Michael J. Horvath
and Charles C. Calhoun

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
399 Hope Street
Bristol, RI 02809
401-253-7717
www.stmichaelsbristolri.org
info@stmichaelsbristolri.org

December 24, 2020
Musicians
Anne Lagace, violin
Emily Johnston, cello
Richmond Cargill, trumpet

Prayer List
Alice, Louise, Marie, Rev. Cecilia Perry, Shirley, Jonnie & Sandra, Colleen, Emerson, George,
Jack, Marcia R., Melissa, Linda & Bob A., Charlotte, Manny, Betty, Chuck, Mary, Cara, Deb R.,
Matt, Ron, Jim, Beth and Leta.
You may contact the Church Office (401) 253-7717 with your prayer intention or send an email
to parishadmin@stmichaelsbristolri.org.
Thank you for your prayers and support during this time of social distancing.

The Rev. Canon Michael J. Horvath, Rector
Mrs. Betty Vargas, Accounting
Mr. Jeffrey Allard, Organist and Choir Director
Ms. Loretta E. Francis, Parish Administrator
Ms. Cathi Esselen, Sr. Warden
Mr. Dick Harbach, Jr. Warden
Mr. Robert Schneider, Treasurer
Ms. Candance Turner, Lay Ministry Coordinator
Mrs. Jane Mesagno, Outreach Coordinator
Mrs. Marcia Bosworth, Welcome & Newcomers
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Rector@stmichaelsbristolri.org
Bvargas@stmichaelsbristolri.org
Music@stmichaelsbristolri.org
Parishadmin@stmichaelsbristolri.org
SrWarden@stmichaelsbristolri.org
JrWarden@stmichaelsbristolri.org
schneidrb9@aol.com
Layministry@stmichaelsbristolri.org
Outreach@stmichaelsbristolri.org
Info@stmichaelsbristolri.org

